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Independence - The debate
Posted by Ernhw Ltd - 11 Dec 2012 17:37

What is your view?

Re: Independence - The debate
Posted by Gordon McCaskill - 14 Dec 2012 07:21

There was a debate on the issue in the Scottish Parliament yesterday, but the answers remain
unresolved and for fairly obvious reasons. The leader of the 'YES' campaign Blair Jenkins, not a
politician or he wouldn't have made this mistake, indicated that following a successful Referendum there
would be a 18 months of negotiation with Westminster with full independence occurring in the 2016
Scottish elections.

First up, the 18 months negotiation is not in his gift. When parties are negotiating the length of these
negotiations are based on mutual agreement so you can't set a time limit.

Secondly, in 2016 the successor Government may not be SNP, so why should Westminster conclude
negotiations by 2016 when they might get a much better deal from the successor Government?

Thirdly, why should Westminster enter any negotiations before 2016 when there will be a new
Government in 2016 and simply let Europe carry the negotiations up till 2016?

Fourthly, Westminster could legitimately commence a Referendum on European membership for the
Rest of the UK and suspend negotiations with the Scottish Government until the outcome of that
Referendum was known.

In every case an independent Scotland is at the mercy of circumstances beyond its control - not a good
sign.

Re: Independence - The debate
Posted by Ernhw Ltd - 23 Dec 2012 11:04
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Re: Independence - The debate
Posted by Ernhw Ltd - 23 Dec 2012 11:07

Re: Independence - The debate
Posted by Grizzly - 27 Dec 2012 22:07

Wid ye furgive me if Ah'm wrang but is it no jist a few yers ago that humpty dumpty wis oan aboot
Scotland being jist as prosperous as Iceland and Southern Ireland.

Don't hear him bummin too much aboot that noo

Re: Independence - The debate
Posted by Gordon McCaskill - 28 Dec 2012 08:26

In point of fact there were a number of statistics bandied about which made comparisons with other
countries. First up, you cannot compare very large countries with very small countries (by population
that is). It would be like comparing a rowing boat with an ocean liner, they don't do the same things
other than float on water.

This can reach a ludicrous extent. Take recent press reports that China's GDP will soon surpass that of
the US - so what? China has a population 4 times larger than the US so its GDP should be larger, but
isn't. The real question is how does China's per capita income, even when it surpasses the US,
compare with it. Answer: there is no comparison the US is vastly wealthier than China and will remain
so for a very long time.

Now let's take a comparison closer to home. Scotland has a population of around 5.3 million. A
reasonable comparison would therefore be with countries of similar population. So let's look at 2,
Norway (a pure social democracy) and Ireland (a market based capital democracy). Where does
Scotland fall? Well, actually somewhere in the middle and it's not hard to see why. Scotland is quite a
bit more socially democratic than Ireland and a bit less than Norway. Does this affect GDP? Yes it
does. Does this affect per capita income? Individually, it can, but as a general rule not much that you'd
notice.
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Re: Independence - The debate
Posted by Grizzly - 28 Dec 2012 17:29

Cllr, Ye don't half spout some crap.

Ye micht be factually correct, but who the hell cares.

Ah mean pure social democracy an capital democracy, whit a load o' bull.

If this is whit you Tories ur gonnae be spoutin fur the nixt twa years, ye might as weel erect the border

posts the noo.
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