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Scotland to get 50p-per-unit alcohol price
Posted by ERNHW Limited - 13 May 2012 09:26
_____________________________________

Full story in the News section

Health Secretary Nicola Sturgeon will unveil the measure at Glasgow Royal Infirmary tomorrow. It is
intended to tackle problem drinking by raising the cost of cheap vodka and cider.

The figure is higher than the 45p floated by ministers in recent years, to reflect inflation. It should be
implemented next year, when a bottle of spirits will cost at least £13.12, an average strength bottle of
wine £4.70, and a two-litre bottle of strong cider £6.

However, the Sunday Herald understands the 50p level caused Cabinet friction, with ministers clashing
over the pricing level before Sturgeon got her way and the minimum unit price was set at 50p.

The Alcohol (Minimum Pricing) Bill going through Holyrood is one of the SNP's biggest, and most
controversial, pieces of legislation.

Attempts to create minimum pricing were blocked by the opposition in the last parliament. They argued it
would penalise modest drinkers, enrich retailers by creating higher profit margins, and could contravene
EU competition law.

Minimum pricing has been championed by health campaigners.

Alcohol-related hospital discharges have risen fourfold in Scotland since the early 1980s, while mortality
has doubled.

============================================================================

Re: Scotland to get 50p-per-unit alcohol price
Posted by DJ - 13 May 2012 10:29
_____________________________________

Any excuse to tax us.

There are more than a few problems with this utter nonsense.
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If Scotland is going to be more expensive for alcohol, as a matter of principle, I will stock up in Carlisle
every time I'm passing on my way home. Pity Scotland AFAIK does not produce its own inflation figures
as this would cause a jump.

Secondly, the people this is aimed at, will be unlikely to cut back on booze, more likely to cut back
elsewhere, such as food/rent/rates/tv license etc.

May well increase petty crime such as muggings.

Will definitely impact of pub takings. See the effect of ill conceived anti smoking legislation has had on
that trade. If the cost to the NHS is the issue, apply exactly what already exists for car accidents where
an ambulance is called. As I understand it, your insurance company is billed for the ambulance. Do
likewise with self inflicted alcohol abuse. If the patient cannot pay at the point of discharge, apply an
automatic arrestment of wages or social security. That will bring an element of social shame and alert
employers.

Sweden has the most expensive drink with state controlled off sales designed to make you feel most
uncomfortable with everything, including staff behind locked cages. Yet their alcohol problems are worse
than ours. I speak from having been there! 

This stupid ill conceived tax theft on responsible citizens, I guess is close to a 45% cost hike compared
to prices 18 months ago. That is going to impact adversely on jobs in the brewing, distribution and pub
trades.

If you drive drinking out of sight will people not drink home brewed concoctions in their homes where
nobody can see them if they take ill? Potentially more deaths Nicola.

Time for politicians to learn that swingeing tax increases rarely solve much other than a huge boost to
the theft industry and black markets. In fact rarely does it increase the amount of tax collected as it
simply creates the necessary incentive to find a way around it.

Stupid decision that will, as usual, create more problems that it will solve.

============================================================================

Re: Scotland to get 50p-per-unit alcohol price
Posted by Gloria - 13 May 2012 15:31
_____________________________________

Yet another ill thought out strategy that will affect us decent members of society and not the Buckfast
Neds.

============================================================================

Re: Scotland to get 50p-per-unit alcohol price
Posted by DJ - 13 May 2012 15:40
_____________________________________

Sorry Gloria, the indications I have from an SNP election agent is that 'neds' is not a permissible word.
Unfortunately he wont tell me if the SNP have a 'ned' policy or even if they recognise the existence of
same.
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============================================================================

Re: Scotland to get 50p-per-unit alcohol price
Posted by Tom - 13 May 2012 16:05
_____________________________________

Sounds very familiar, Jim Sneddon Head of something at ERC told me exactly the same thing around
five years ago. There are no Neds in East Renfrewshire. 

============================================================================

Re: Scotland to get 50p-per-unit alcohol price
Posted by Why? - 13 May 2012 18:02
_____________________________________

Takes one to know one perhaps?

============================================================================
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